
 
 

 

Sunday Meeting Report – 10:00 AM,  April 22, 2018 
By Joyce Tomboulian 
 

CORPORATE POWER, FOSSIL FUELS, AND CLIMATE CRISIS 
     By Dr. William Carroll 
 
Dr. Willam Carroll is Professor of Sociology at UVic who also currently leads a 6 year project entitled “The 
Corporate Mapping Project”.  UVic is a key sponsor of this research, along with a number of other universities and 
progressive think tanks and individuals.  
 
Dr. Carroll started his talk by pointing out that we face a ‘dual crisis’ that runs on different logic:  Ecological threats 
are cumulative over time (we are now in the 6th extinction period) and economic instability under capitalism is 
cyclical, with periodic failures (such as in 2008).  However, there is a link between the two, as Naomi Klein pointed 
out in her recent book “This Changes Everything”.  The economically huge fossil fuel industry, dominated by 90 
“carbon majors”, also contributes the most to the carbon dioxide build up that leads to global warming and 
ecological disaster. 
 
The Corporate Mapping Project that he leads is examining the fossil fuel industry to answer the following 
questions: 

1) How is economic power in the fossil fuel industry organized as a network and how does it connect with 
other sectors in Canada and globally? 

2) How does this economic power reach into political and cultural realms through elite networks, lobbying, 
mass media advertising and messaging and the implications?  (It was noted that the fossil fuel industry has 
contributed $5.2 million to political parties in BC since 2008.) 

3) How is the corporate power wielded by the fossil fuel industry exercised at the ground level, including 
extraction, transportation and consumption? 

4) How do we build capacity for citizen monitoring of this corporate power and influence while expanding the 
space for democratic discussion? 

 
This is a very ambitious research project, the results of which will be made available to the public when 
completed.  It is expected that the findings will be crucial in building a citizen coalition focused on the industry and 
its interconnections and impacts.   
 
Some of the specific areas of focus: 

- Elite industry networks, often interconnecting (interlocking Boards, etc.) 
- Networks of capital ownership 
- Networks of capital allocation (ties to finance industry) 
- Command chains 
- Power woven into everyday life 
- Uncontested power 
- Corporate influence into civil society 
- Mass media influence 
- Political influence 

 



A huge map diagram of these various interconnections is set to be published this summer. 
 
The desired end result will be policy oriented in order to get beyond ‘business as usual’, to improve regulation of 
the industry and to work on a power shift to democratize the economy.   Dr. Carroll encourages access to the 
Corporate Mapping Project website at www.corporatemapping.ca to follow the progress and outcome of this 
ambitious project. 
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