
 
 

 

Sunday Meeting Report – 10:00 AM,  November 5, 2017 
By Joyce Tomboulian 
 

CREATING A STRONGER NETWORK FOR HUMANISTS IN BC 
     By Ian Bushfield, Executive Director, BRITISH COLUMBIA HUMANIST ASSOCIATION (BCHA) 
 
In his role as Executive Director for the BC Humanist Association, Ian Bushfield, who is based in 
Vancouver, came to speak to VSHA members today to discuss the many humanist initiatives that 
have been undertaken by BCHA.   His overall goal is to promote a larger humanist presence in BC 
by combining efforts with various local humanist groups, including VSHA.  He is not looking for 
formal affiliation, but rather a cooperative network.  Perhaps even grassroots organizing of 
humanist events, etc. in areas that have no formal humanist groups 
 
Ian’s interest and work in humanist-related activities began when he was a physics student at the 
University of Alberta where he organized a student group for the non-religious.  Later when he 
moved to Vancouver, he became involved with BCHA and in 2009 took over as President for 
several years.  The organization flourished under his leadership and was able to raise sufficient 
funding to establish a part-time Executive Director position.  By 2015 (after living in England for a 
couple of years), he was re-hired as ED, and has since streamlined the BCHA organization, as well 
as greatly enhanced the public profile of humanism, at least in the Vancouver area.   
 
One of his first projects was to create a new website for BCHA, based on software called ‘Nation 
Builder’, which focuses on engaging people and providing factual information about BCHA and 
the various initiatives and activities it is involved with.  (The BCHA website is at:  
www.bchumanist.ca ).  He has also actively engaged with local media (newspapers & radio, 
especially) to discuss humanist issues and has appeared on talk shows and written letters. 
 
The main thrust of public involvements has been both to participate in community events to raise 
profile and to actively support issues that are related to human rights, in particular the rights of 
the non-religious.  Poll results show that 69% of British Columbians do not practice a religion.  
 
Some of BCHA’s major initiatives:  

- Participation in events like car-free days, park clean ups, pride parade, food bank drives, 
etc. that raise community awareness of BCHA.   

- Remove religious infiltration in the public school system:  Gideon bibles and other  
religious material given to students, particularly Abbotsford School District. 

- Support reduction of funding of private religious schools and investing it in the public 
school system. 

http://www.bchumanist.ca/


- Submitted a brief against the attempt by Trinity University Law School to get government 
certification for this religious, exclusive school that stipulates certain Christian behavior.  
Case is before the Court of Appeal. 

- Support International Coalition against blasphemy laws, which are generally no longer 
enforced and should be taken off the books to ensure they are not invoked by zealots.  
Canada still has such a law. 

- Work on the issue of medically assisted death in terms of calling for better legislation, 
challenge public funding of religious hospitals which won’t perform abortions or medically 
assisted death. 

- Get permission for humanist officiants to perform marriages under the same legislation as 
religious clergy, which is not at present allowable. 

- And a number of other current issues of importance to humanists and the non-religious.  A 
number of these involve signing petitions which can be found on links provided on the 
BCHA website or in direct e-mails from Ian.  The ability to get a good showing of signed 
petitions supporting certain actions is important in gaining consideration in the 
political/judicial process. 

 
Ian suggested that anyone who is interested in following the work of BCHA on any of these or 
other current issues or activities should get on their e-mail contact list.  He generally sends an e-
mail update weekly to emphasize the current priorities and new issues as they may arise.   To get 
on the BCHA e-mail list send an e-mail to him at exdir@bchumanist.ca requesting to be added. 
 
There were many questions and much discussion following Ian’s presentation.  Certainly some of 
our VSHA members have expressed interest in getting involved in some of the issues presented. 
There would be a gain for both organizations with a closer working relationship between VSHA 
and BCHA. 
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